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Reading your primary ballot on August 2, 
2022, you’ll find millage requests that 
have been placed on the ballot by Benzie 
County for various operations. Most 
millage requests are renewals and 
restorations, while some are a bit 
different in effort to enhance services. It 
seems like it’s in English, yet you wonder, 
“What does that really mean? Is this an 
increase or a renewal? What does the 
Headlee Amendment do anyway.” If it’s 
confusing, it’s not because the County 
wants it that way, but because the law 
requires certain wording. For your 
benefit, here are some answers to your 
questions!  
 

Headlee Amendment 

The 1978 Headlee Amendment requires local governments to lower 
property taxes if their total property tax revenue goes up as the 
result of property values (and tax assessments) rising faster than 
inflation unless voters approve the previous rate in a “Headlee 
rollback” election. Benzie County has not reset it the general millage 
since it was originally set in 1982. 
 
The 1994 Proposal A amendment capped annual increases in the 
assessed value of induvial properties to the rate of inflation or five 
percent, whichever is less. In essence, the Headlee Amendment and 
Proposal A keep property taxes rising faster than inflation. In the 
case of Benzie County millages, this means that if property values 
rise faster than inflation, only a portion of the entire millage rate can 
be collected until voters approve it again.  
 

Millage Request 
Although a millage rate was approved in 2020 for Benzie County Jail Operations, this millage was not reflective of the 
total cost to operate the jail and because the actual rate levied fluctuates due to the State of Michigan’s Proposal A 
that also limits collection. (See the full explanation above, Headlee Amendment.) Voters approved a .9000 millage in 
2020 for Benzie County Jail Operations and the actual amount the County collects has fallen to 0.8655 mill over the last 
two years because of restrictions based on Proposal A. If voters approve the millage request in August 2022, the rate 
will be increased to 1.2660 mills and then will gradually decrease over the years as Proposal A restrictions are applied.  
 

For the sole purpose of providing funds 
for Benzie County Jail Operations, shall 
the Constitutional limitation upon the total 
amount of taxes which may be assessed 
in one (1) year upon all property within 
the County of Benzie County, Michigan 
be increased by up to 1.266 mills, ($1.266 
per $1,000.00 taxable value), and be 
levied for a period of two (2) years (2022-
2023), inclusive? 

If approved and levied in full, this millage 
will raise an estimated $1,801,024 to fund 
County Jail Operations in the first 
calendar year of the levy based upon 
taxable value. In accordance with State 
law, a small portion of the millage may be 
captured by the City of Frankfort 
Downtown Development Authority and 
the Benzie County Brownfield Authority 

 

Wording for the proposal may be a bit confusing.  Benzie County is asking 
for an additional authorization above the previously authorized millage.  
Benzie County is asking voters to levy the funds it takes to operate the jail. 
Voters have the choice to vote to pass this millage or decline it.  

What’s different with this millage request? The millage levy will encompass 
all expenses to operate the Benzie County Jail. Whereas before, the 
millage covered only a portion of jail operations and additional funds were 
then transferred from the General Fund, totally over $400,000.   
 
 

Benzie County is required to care for its jail residents while they 
stay, including all mental health needs and medical benefits. In 
fact, jail residents lose all state and federal assistance as soon as 
they are jailed; Benzie County has no control over this.  

$1.266 per $1,000 of Taxable Valuation  
That’s about $253.20 a year for a $200,000 home in Benzie 

  
 $1,801,024  

This millage will generate 100% of the funding that’s needed to 
provide operational funds for the county jail.  
 


